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Proposed VCS Methodology or Methodology Revision

Instructions for completing the methodology template:

TITLE PAGE: All items in the box at the bottom of the first page must be completed using Arial 10pt, black, regular (non-italic) font. The box must appear on the first page of this document until the methodology or methodology revision is approved. Following approval, the document will be reformatted by the VCSA as an approved VCS methodology.
METHODOLOGY: The methodology/revision must be prepared in accordance with all applicable VCS rules and requirements. Foremost among these requirements, proposed methodologies must demonstrate that no approved or pending methodology under the VCS Program or an approved GHG program could reasonably be revised to meet the objective of the proposed methodology. 
Instructions for completing the methodology template can be found under the individual section headings throughout this template. All sections must be completed using Arial 10pt, black, regular (non-italic) font. Sections which are not applicable may be left blank but should NOT be deleted from the final document.

Appendices may be added to the document. In particular this may be necessary for the supporting information required for standardized methods.

All instructions, including this introductory text, should be deleted from the final document.

METHODOLOGY TITLE
Logo (optional) 

Document Prepared by (individual or entity)
Contact Information (optional)

	Title
	Name of the methodology or methodology revision

	Version
	Version number of this document

	Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYYY this version of the document issued

	Type
	Methodology or methodology revision

	Sectoral Scope
	Sectoral scope(s) applicable to the methodology/revision. AFOLU methodologies must also indicate the applicable project category (ALM, ARR, IFM, REDD, PRC, ACoGS) and specific project type (eg, ICM, LtPF, APD, RDP)

	Prepared By
	Individual or entity that prepared the document

	Contact
	Physical address, telephone, email, website

	Reference Number
	Reference number is assigned by VCSA


Relationship to Approved or Pending Methodologies
For proposed methodologies, provide justification for the new methodology (ie, demonstrate that no approved or pending methodology under the VCS Program or an approved GHG program could reasonably be revised to meet the objective of the proposed methodology), in accordance with the procedure set out in VCS document Methodology Approval Process. 
Table of Contents

Insert table of contents
1 Sources

Indicate key documents, methodologies and/or projects upon which the proposed methodology /revision is based. Also identify any modules or tools to which the methodology/revision refers. Include information on author of methodology/revision, if desired. 
2 Summary Description of the <Methodology>/<Methodology Revision>
Provide a brief summary description of the methodology/revision, including the main methodological steps. Indicate in the table below whether the methodology uses a project, performance or activity method for determining additionality, and a project or performance method for determining the crediting baseline (see the VCS Standard for further information on these methods). 
	Additionality
	<Project/Performance/Activity Method>

	Crediting Baseline
	<Project/Performance Method>


3 Definitions
Provide definitions of key terms and acronyms that are used in the methodology/revision.
4 Applicability Conditions
Identify the project activity(s) to which the methodology/revision applies and set out specific applicability criteria that define project eligibility, such as geographic location, technology type, historical land use, and any other conditions under which the methodology/revision is applicable. 
5 Project Boundary

Describe the project boundary and identify the GHG sources, sinks and reservoirs included or excluded from the project boundary.
	Source
	Gas
	Included?
	Justification/Explanation

	Baseline
	Source 1
	CO2
	
	

	
	
	CH4
	
	

	
	
	N2O
	
	

	
	
	Other
	
	

	
	Source 2
	CO2
	
	

	
	
	CH4
	
	

	
	
	N2O
	
	

	
	
	Other
	
	

	Project
	Source 1
	CO2
	
	

	
	
	CH4
	
	

	
	
	N2O
	
	

	
	
	Other
	
	

	
	Source 2
	CO2
	
	

	
	
	CH4
	
	

	
	
	N2O
	
	

	
	
	Other
	
	


6 Procedure for Determining the Baseline Scenario
Describe the criteria and procedures for identifying alternative baseline scenarios and determining the most plausible scenario.
7 Procedure for Demonstrating Additionality
Describe the procedure for the demonstration and assessment of additionality.
8 Quantification of GHG Emission Reductions and Removals

8.1 Baseline Emissions
Describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for the quantification of GHG emissions and/or removals for the selected GHG sources, sinks and/or reservoirs for the baseline scenario.
8.2 Project Emissions
Describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for the quantification of GHG emissions and/or removals for the selected GHG sources, sinks and/or reservoirs for the project.
8.3 Leakage
Describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for the quantification of GHG emissions and/or removals for the selected GHG sources, sinks and/or reservoirs for leakage.
8.4 Summary of GHG Emission Reduction and/or Removals

Describe the procedure for quantifying net GHG emission reductions and/or removals, as a function of baseline emissions, project emissions and leakage, as follows:
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Where:

ERy
= Net GHG emissions reductions and/or removals in year y
BEy 
= Baseline emissions in year y
PEy
= Project emissions in year y
LEy
= Leakage in year y
9 Monitoring
9.1 Data and Parameters Available at Validation
Provide specification for data and parameters not monitored (ie, that will be available at validation). Copy the table for each data unit/parameter.
	Data Unit / Parameter:
	

	Data unit:
	

	Description:
	

	Source of data:
	

	Justification of choice of data or description of measurement methods and procedures applied:
	

	Any comment:
	


9.2 Data and Parameters Monitored
Provide specification for data and parameters monitored. Copy the table for each data unit/parameter.

	Data Unit / Parameter:
	

	Data unit:
	

	Description:
	

	Source of data:
	

	Description of measurement methods and procedures to be applied:
	Identify how the data/parameter is measured. Provide equipment specifications, if applicable.

	Frequency of monitoring/recording:
	Identify measurement and recording frequency

	QA/QC procedures to be applied:
	Identify calibration information such as frequency, date of last calibration and validity

	Any comment:
	


9.3 Description of the Monitoring Plan
Describe the criteria and procedures for obtaining, recording, compiling and analyzing data and information important for quantifying and reporting GHG emissions and/or removals relevant for the project and baseline scenario.
10 References and Other Information
Include any relevant references and any other information relevant to the methodology/revision.
APPENDIX 1: SIMILAR PROJECT METHODS
Where the methodology uses a performance method for determining both additionality and the crediting baseline, list all methodologies that use a project method for determining the crediting baseline that are applicable to similar project activities and are approved under the VCS Program or an approved GHG program. See the VCS Standard and Guidance on Standardized Methods for more information.

For all other methodologies, this appendix should be deleted. 

	Program
	Methodology Reference Number and Title
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